
Abraham ibn Ezra, 81-82
Abū ’l-Sahl al-Ması̄h. ı̄, 116
Abū ‘Alı̄ ibn Sı̄nā, see Ibn Sı̄nā
Abū H. ayyān al-Tawh. ı̄dı̄, 128
Abū Ma‘shar, 132, 242
Adad, god, 7
Adler,Alfred, 243
Albertus Magnus (Albert the Great),

31, 137
Alexander the Great, 27, 135
Alexandria, 191
Alexandrian Summaries, 103-4, 111,

113
‘Alı̄ ibn Abı̄ Rijāl, see Haly Abenragel
‘Alı̄ ibn Rid. wān, 117
Ammonius, 27
Anaximenes, 255
Andronicus of Rhodes, 28
Anu, god, 7, 8
Apollinarius, 21
Apollo, god, 106
Arabian Nights, 123
Archigenes, 28, 77, 80, 92
Aristotle, 30, 84-85, 88-89, 95, 107,

109, 111, 120, 126, 137, 250-51, 253
Aristotelians, 107, 108, 247
see also Physiognomy, Problemata Phy-

sica, Secret of Secrets
Artemis, 106
Āryabhat.a, 191
Asclepiodotus, 26

Assurbanipal, 5
As.t.ān.gahr.daya, 196-97
As.t.ān.ga-sam. graha, 196-99
Astrologia (Prognostica de Decubitu,

Pseudo-Galen), 17
Atharvaveda, 189, 194, 199, 209
Athena, goddess, 106
Atreya, sage, 204
Augustine, 88
Averroes, 88
Avicenna, see Ibn Sı̄nā

Babylonia, 1-16
Babylonians, 121, 123, 131
al-Baladı̄, Abū ’l-‘Abbās Ah. mad ibn

Muh. ammad ibn Yah. yā, 132
al-Bāqillānı̄, 127-28
Ban Gu, 157
Barhebraeus, 128, 140
Bates, Marilyn, 242
“Baucrates”, 110
Bedouins, 128
Beethoven, Ludwig van, 255
Bēlet-ekalli, goddess, 7
Bellanti, Lucio, 87
Bhr.gu-sam. hitā, 202
Bian Que, 169-71
al-Bı̄rūnı̄, 132-33
Bonatti, Guido, 238-39
Brahmagupta, 191
Br.hajjātaka, see Varāhamihira
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Briggs, Katherine Cook, 242, 249
Bu ston Rinpoche, 225
Buddha Śākyamuni, 122, 224-25
Burton, Robert, 245

Caraka-sam. hitā, 196, 198, 203-4, 206-7
Cardan, Jerome, 242
Castellani, Pier Nicola, 88
Celestial Master, see Tian Shi
Centiloquium (Pseudo-Ptolemy), 81
Central Asian, 122-23
Chaldeans, 1
Chaucer, 240-44
Childs, Gilbert, 255
China, 136, 143-88, 224, 227-8, 233
Chinese, 122
Chunyu yi, 169
Cicero, 107, 113
Coley, Henry, 239
Confucius (Kong tse), 228, 236
Constantine the African, see Pantegni
Crinas of Marseilles, 19
Culpeper, Nicholas, 239-41, 254

D’Abano, Pietro, 30, 75, 80-83, 85, 87,
90, 93, 97, 131

Dai of Changsha, 155
Davy, Humphrey, 248
De spermate (On the Seed, Pseudo-Ga-

len), 25-31
De XII Portis, see De spermate
Dharamsala, 225
al-Dimashqı̄, Shams al-Dı̄n, 124, 131-

34
Diocles, 20, 22
Diones, 77, 80
Dioscurides, 21
Divine Farmer, 152
Dorotheus Sidonius, 23-24, 192
Dunhuang, 167, 170, 228-29, 231

Ea, god 3
Egypt, 21
Egyptians, 78
Empedocles, 244
“Empernomos”, 27

Empiricists, 19
Enlil, god, 7
Erasmus, 87, 91
Eunapius, 26
Eunomius, 27
al-Fārābı̄, 127
Faraday, Michael, 248
Ferrara, 87
Fichte, Johann, 254
Ficino, Marsilio, 17, 83, 245
Firmicus Maternus, 22, 24, 242
Fracastoro, Girolamo, 76, 94-98
Freud, Sigmund, 243, 246, 248
Fuxi, mythical emperor, 152
Fuyang, 162

Gadbury, John, 239-40
Galen, 17-31, 76-82, 84, 86, 90-94, 97-

117, 125, 129, 132, 136, 240, 244,
250, 254

see also Astrologia and De spermate
Gallucci, Giampaolo, 17
Gan de, 146
Ganivet, Jean, 82-83
Garcaeus, see Gartze
Gartze, Johann (Garcaeus), 238, 245,

257
Geniza, 124
Gerard of Cremona, 134
Gesius, 26
al-Ghazālı̄, 128
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von, 246
Govindasvāmin, 191
Greece, 138
Greeks, 1, 5, 11-12, 249
Guinther of Andernach, Johannes, 91
Gula, goddess, 4
rGyud bzhi, 229-32

Haly Abenragel, 81
H. amdı̄, Ottoman poet, 119
Han Feizi, 153
Hantanpo, 166
Hārı̄ta-sam. hitā, 196
H. attusha, 4
He, physician, 154
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Heavenly Master, see Tian Shi
Heavenly Physician, see Tian Yi 
Heraclitus, 255
Hippocrates, 18, 20, 28-29, 76, 80, 86,

88-89, 94, 97, 110, 114-16, 129, 136-
37, 244, 250, 253

Hippocratic corpus, 21
Hippocratic tradition, 75-80, 90, 93,

100, 238
Hippolytus, 131
Hittites, 4-5
Homer, 104
Hsüntze, 136
H. unayn ibn Ish. āq, 100
H
˘
uzirı̄na, 8

Ibn al-Nadı̄m, 123
Ibn ‘Arabı̄, 119-20, 136, 140
Ibn Ezra, see Abraham ibn Ezra
Ibn H. amdūn, 129
Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, 138
Ibn Qutayba, 136
Ibn Sı̄nā (Avicenna), 82, 86, 101, 116,

127, 137-38, 234
al-Ibshı̄hı̄, 129
I Ching, see Yijing
Imām Shāfi‘ı̄, 138
India, 138, 189-208, 209-22
Indians, 122, 123
Isaac Israeli (Judaeus), 28, 80, 100
Isaac Judaeus, see Isaac Israeli
Ištar, goddess, 2

Jaimini, 192
James,William, 246
Jātakarmapaddhati, 205
Johannes of Andernach, see Guinther
Johannes of Autun, 91
John the Grammarian (Yah. yā al-

Nah. wı̄), 112-15
Jonson, Ben, 245
Jung, Carl, 237, 241-51, 254, 256
Juvenal, 19-20

Kālacakratantra, 209-22
Kalyān. avarman, 191-93
Kamalākara, 191

Kant, Immanuel, 241
Kashmir, 234
Kāśyapa-sam. hitā, 196, 200
Keirsey, David, 242, 249
Khotan, 234
King of the Moon (Zla ba’I rgyal po),

232-34
Kong tse, see Confucius
Koran, 138-89

Lagadha, 190
Leoniceno, Niccolò, 87
Lhasa, 225
Lilly,William, 237-78, 257
Liu Xiang, 157
Liu Zin, 157
Lot, 139
Lü Buwei, 157, 160
Lugalirra, god, 8-9
Lull, Ramon, 241

Mainardi,Giovanni,76,83,87-94,97-98
Mañjuśrı̄, 228
Mantreśvara, 192
Marduk, god, 2, 8
Mariscotto, Galeatio A., 17
Martin of Ghent, Joachim, 91
al-Ması̄h. ı̄, Īsā ibn Yah. ya, 117
Ması̄h. bin H. akam, 117
Mawangdui, 147, 154-55, 157, 160,

162, 170, 177-79
Mayer, Robert, 248
Mencius, 150, 153
Meslamtea, god, 8-9
Mesopotamia, 1, 122
Methodists, 19
Mianyang, 183
Michael Scot, 134, 140
Michelangelo, Buonarroti, 254
Microtegni, see De spermate
Mı̄narājā, 191-92
Miskawayh, 128
Myers, Isabel Briggs, 242, 249
Montulmo,Antonius de, 238-39, 257
Moriscos, 136
Muhammad, prophet, 138
Mūsā ibn Nus.ayr, 136
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Nāgārjuna, 232
Naks.atrakalpa, 199
Nālanda, 210
Nambudiri, 193
Naples, 19
Napoleon, 254
Nechepso, 89
Neoplatonists, 105
Neopythagoreans, 105
Nepal, 234
Niccolò di Reggio, 92
Nicomachus of Gerasa, 102
Nifo,Agostino, 87
Ninurta, god, 2
Nippur, 15
Nr.sim

. ha, 191
Nu‘mān ibn Abı̄ ’l-Rid. ā’ al-Isrā’ı̄lı̄,

114, 116
Nusku, god, 7
al-Nuwayrı̄, 129

On the Seed, see De spermate 131
Oresme, Nicole, 84-86, 97, 98
Oribasius, 26
Origen, 246
Ostwald,Wilhelm, 246

Padua, 94
Palladius, 100, 112, 115-17
Pantegni (Constantine the African),

80, 82
Partridge, John, 237, 239
Patañjali, 204
Persia, 138
Petosiris, 19, 25, 89
Phaidon of Elis, 137
Philo of Alexandria, 102, 107
Phrom, 234
Physiognomy (Pseudo-Aristotle), 125-

26, 130, 140
Pico della Mirandola, Giovanni, 76,

83-90, 95, 97-98
Pico, Gianfrancesco, 83, 88
Pierre d’Ailly, 242
Ping of Jin, 154
Placentius, see Rusticus

Plato, 88, 89, 251
Platonists, 105, 107
Pliny, 19
Plotinus, 28
Plutarch, 107
Polemon, 122-23, 125, 135, 137
Porphyry, 27, 107
Problemata Physica (Pseudo-Aristotle),

110
Prognostica de Decubitu, see Astrologia
Ps.thuyaúas, 192
Ptolemy, 21, 81, 110, 237-38, 242-43,

257
see also Centiloquium
Pythagoras and Pythagoreans, 77, 80,

102, 104-7, 112-13, 115

Al-Qabı̄s.ı̄, 134
al-Qāri’ al-Baghdādı̄, 136
Qi Bo, 165, 168
Qumran, 123

Rashı̄d al-Dı̄n, Ilkhanid vizier, 122
al-Rāzı̄,Abū Bakr, 129-30, 135, 137
al-Rāzı̄, Fakhr al-Dı̄n, 120-21, 123,

133, 136-39
R. gveda, 189, 194
Rudradāman, 191
Rusticus of Piacenza (Placentinus),

91

Šamaš, god, 7
Sāmaveda, 194
Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho, 229-32, 235
Savonarola, Michele, 130
Schiller, Friedrich, 246
Schoener, Johannes, 238-39, 253, 257-

58
Secret of Secrets (Pseudo-Aristotle),

128, 135, 137
Seleucids, 2, 6
Shakespeare,William, 245
Sheldon,William, 255
Shem Tov, 118
gShen rab mi bo che, founder of

Bon, 224
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Shi shen, 146
Shimshon ben Shlomo, 103
Shuangbaoshan, 162
Shuihudi, 159-60, 180
Sima Qian, 151, 169
Somadeva Sūri, 206
Soranus, 22
Spain, 122-23, 136
Sphere of Democritus, 25, 27
Sphujidhvaja, 191-92
Srı̄ Daivajña Vaidyanātha, 192
Steiner, Rudolf, 237, 241-42, 249-56
Stoics, 247
Struthius, Josephus, 17, 91
šumma alamdimmū, 121
Sultantepe, see H

˘
uzirı̄na

Sun Simiao, 170
Suśruta Sam. hitā, 196-98, 205, 209

Tai Yi, god, 150-51, 161, 176
Taihao, 158
Tanba no Yasuyori, 170
Tangut, 234
T. āriq ibn Ziyād, 136
Tazig, 234
Tertullian, 246
Thales, 255
al-Thānūs, 21
Thebes, 24, 104, 107-08
Theodorus of Asine, 27
Theophrastus, 100, 107, 109-10
Theosophists, 250
Tian Shi, Heavenly Master, 169-71
Tian Yi, Heavenly Physician, 169-71,

188
Tibet, 123, 223-36

Uraš, god, 7
Uruk, 7
Utpala, 191

Vāgbhat.a, see As.t.ān.gahr.daya and
As.t.ān.ga-sam. graha

Van Foreest, Pieter, 31
Varāhamihira (Br.hajjātaka), 191-93,

205-6
Vedān.ga jyotis.a, 190
Vedas, 190
Vettius Valens, 25
Vimalaprabhā, 213
Vı̄rasimhā, 195
Vis.n. uśarman, 191
Viśves.vara Bhat.t.a, 199
Von Liebig, Justus, 248
Vr.ddhajivaka, 200

Wilkinson, Roy, 255
Wirdung, Johann Hassfurt, 17
Wuxian, 146

Xenocrates, 107
Xiahou Zao, 162
Xuanzang, 210
Xunzi, see Hsüntze

Yah. yā al-Nah. wı̄, see John the Gram-
marian

Yajurveda, 194
Yavaneśvara, 191
Yellow Emperor, 145, 148, 152, 163,

167, 170
Yemen, 138
Yi, divine archer, 155
Yijing (I Ching), 210
Yogaratnākara, 205
Yu, legendary ruler, 149-51, 175
g.Yu thog, 233

Zeng Hou Yi, 146, 149, 174
Zhou li, 164
Zla ba’i rgyal po, see King of the Moon
Zou Yan, 150
Zur mkhar blo gros rgyal po, 231-32
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Basel, University Library, D.III.8, 27,
29, 31

Cambridge, Caius College 345, 27
Cambridge, Peterhouse 33, 27
Cambridge, Trinity College O.5.26,

33-74
Cesena, Bibl. Malatestiana D XXV.1,

27
Douai, Bibliothèque municipale 715,

56
Erfurt, Wissen. Bibl. der Stadt, Am-

plon. F. 249, 27-28
Eton, College Library 132, 27
Florence, Biblioteca Medicea Lau-

renziana, Papiri della Societa italia-
na di Papirologia, inv. 1702, 20

Jena, Hilprecht-Sammlung Vordera-
siatischer Altertümer, cuneiform
tablet, HS 1883 (BAM 393), 3

London, British Library, Add. 18210,
27, 29

London, British Library,Arundel Or.
18, 113

London, British Library, Cotton, Gal-
ba E.IV, 29

London, British Library, Dunhuang
ms. IOL Tib J 742, 228

London, British Library, Or. 8210/S.
3226, 146

London, British Library, Or. 8210/S.
6030, 175

London, British Museum, cuneiform
tablet, 34731, 8, 15

London, British Museum, cuneiform
tablet, 56605, 11, 13-14

London, British Museum, cuneiform
tablet, 74683, 11

London, Lambeth Palace 444, 27
London, Wellcome Library 538, 27,

29
Moscow,Russian State Library,Ginz-

burg 462, 104
Munich, Bayer. Staatsbibl., CLM

18918, 29
Oxford, Balliol College 231, 27, 29
Oxford, Merton College 219, 27
Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de

France, arabe 2883, 115, 117
Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de

France, héb. 884, 104-5
Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de

France, héb. 1117, 104
Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de

France, Pelliot tib. 127, 229
Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de

France, Pelliot tib. 1044, 231
Parma, Biblioteca Palatina, De Rossi

1276
Princeton, University Library, Gar-

rett 1075, 104, 111
St Petersburg, Russian National Li-

brary, Hebrew I 332, 104
Vatican, Biblioteca apostolica Vatica-

na, lat. 2383, 27
Vatican, Biblioteca apostolica Vatica-

na, Pal. lat. 1094
Vatican, Biblioteca apostolica Vaticana

Urb. 567
Vienna, Österreichische Nationalbi-

bliothek, cod. hebr. 134 (Schwartz
174), 104
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SUMMARIES

ANNA AKASOY, Arabic Physiognomy as a Link between Astrology and Med-
icine

In the ancient Near East, the discovery of hidden meanings in bodily fea-
tures was part of divination. In addition to such an understanding of phys-
iognomy, the Arabic tradition adopted its scientific use from Greek literature
with humoural physiology as a causal link between astrology and medicine.
Planets determine our physical constitution and which diseases we are prone
to, and our physiognomical constitution allows experts to recognise such
risks.This article explores various ways in which physiognomy was connected
to astrology and medicine in medieval Arabic literature, points out parallels in
East and West and contextualises these elements within the exchanges
between the Islamic and these other cultures.

AUDRIUS BEINORIUS, Astral Hermeneutics:Astrology and Medicine in India

The intention of this article is to show that astrological prognosis occupied
a more prominent place in the Indian medical curriculum and healing prac-
tices than might be expected. Astral prognosis as a divinatory practice shared
the challenges and strategies of medicine as an art that beckoned physicians
who sought certainty in traditional science. It was closely implicated in cul-
tural, social, even political, activity. Given the scope allowed for the interplay
of destiny and free will, the doctrine of karma offers a theoretically sophisti-
cated model to support the application of astrology in medical practices.The
article reveals that in classical medical works the subject of astrology usually
appears only in some specific, restricted contexts. At the same time we find
much more on medical topics in astrological treatises than vice versa.

HILARY M. CAREY, Medieval Latin Astrology and the Cycles of Life:
William English and English medicine in Cambridge,Trinity College MS
O.5.26

Throughout its long history in the west, astrology has been employed to
provide guidance and analysis of the cycles of life from birth to death. In the
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Middle Ages, the Latinised and vernacular corpus of Arabic and Greek astrol-
ogy provided extensive information on the means to moderate and predict
the ebb and flow of biological processes according to the stars. At the level of
the individual, it was understood that the progress of the heavenly bodies in
their courses had direct effects on the balance of humours in the body and,
consequently, personal health and well being.This chapter analyses the place
of medicine in Latin astrology and the various forms of astrological medicine
that were available to medieval astrologers, patients and practitioners as rep-
resented in one manuscript, Cambridge, Trinity MS O.5.26. The manuscript
includes unique translations of many of the major works of astrology by
Ptolemy,Alcabitius, Zael and others as well as two works on astrological med-
icine attributed to William English of Marseilles (fl. 1219-1231) including his
widely distributed De urina non visa. The chapter considers the ways in which
astrology shaped mentalities and governed the social ordering of the human
life cycle in the later Middle Ages. It includes a transcription of the unique
Middle English translation of William English’s De urina non visa (“Of urine
not seen”) in Trinity O.5.26, fols. 39v-44.

DORIAN GIESELER GREENBAUM, From Lilly to Steiner and Jung: Tem-
perament in Astrology and Psychology, Seventeenth and Twentieth Cen-
turies

This contribution considers the lineage of temperament analysis during its
heyday in the seventeenth century and its reinvention in the twentieth by C.
G. Jung in psychology and Rudolf Steiner in Waldorf education and anthro-
posophy. Based on Greek roots, temperament analysis was an enduring com-
ponent of medical practice, as well as a popular guide to psychological char-
acter.Temperament as delineated from the medieval to early modern periods
was also devised astrologically from the birthchart, whence it could be
applied by astrologers and medical practitioners (often the same). This paper
examines some of the formulae used to delineate temperament astrologically
through the seventeenth century, considers its dependence on Greek sources
such as Ptolemy, and then shows how it came into the twentieth century in
the different guises of Jung and Steiner.

NILS P. HEEßEL, Astrological Medicine in Babylonia

Astrological influence on medicine is often viewed as a relatively late
development in Babylonia, occurring only in Persian and Hellenistic times.
However, it is shown in this overview of astrological medicine in Babylonia
that the combination of astrology with the art of healing is first attested as
early as the beginning of the second millennium BCE. Here, stars and plan-
ets play a key role in disease aetiology as senders of disease but are also con-
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sidered helpful in removing disease by making medications more efficacious.
In the sixth and fifth centuries BCE new astrological concepts like the zodiac
and the trine-aspect were introduced and offered numerous possibilities of
correlation with traditional medical knowledge, but also with new concepts
like the stone, plant, and tree-scheme.This transformed Babylonian medicine
at a time when new ways for therapies were opening up.

Y. TZVI LANGERMANN, The Astral Connections of Critical Days. Some
Late Antique Sources Preserved in Hebrew and Arabic

Crises, pivotal turning points in the development of fevers, play an impor-
tant role in Hellenistic medicine. Medical authorities noticed that crises
occur at fairly regular intervals and sought to explain this. Galen utterly
rejected the arithmological etiology of the Pythagoreans; he was more open
to explanations that connected crises to astral cycles, though he had his
doubts. In late antiquity “Galenism” continued to develop, not always in com-
plete agreement with the words of the great authority. Three epitomes of
Galen’s On Critical Days, which survive only in Hebrew or Arabic translation,
indicate an increasing acceptance of astrological explanations as well as a cer-
tain rehabilitation of Pythagoreanism. Similar trends may be found in Palla-
dius, whose commentary to Hippocrates’ Aphorism is extant only in Hebrew
and Arabic.

VIVIENNE LO, Heavenly Bodies in Early China:Astro-Physiology in Context

This article describes how medical ideas in China were influenced by
changing impressions of the Heavens and calculations according to both lunar
and solar calendars. As Chinese bureaucrats at the dawn of empire sought to
establish Heavenly authority for their regime through complex rituals that
embodied the movement of the Heavenly Bodies, so medical practitioners
and theorists borrowed their language and concepts to shape the form and
functions of the body. From imagining its surfaces encrusted with stars and
constellations to measuring the progress of qi according to the circuits of the
sun or locating the spirits of the constellations in the inner organs to medical
divinations, every aspect of medicine, from understanding its surface, its inter-
nal structure and physiology to diagnosis, prognosis and prohibitions, must be
read against the underlying culture of astronomy and astrology.

VIVIAN NUTTON, Greek Medical Astrology and the Boundaries of Medicine

From the 1530s onwards learned doctors argued that the best medicine of
Antiquity, by which they meant that of Hippocrates and Galen, had no place
for astrological medicine, but preferred instead to emphasise meteorology, the
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effects of climate and weather, on health and disease.This opinion, which was
strongly advocated by Galen, is misleading on several counts. Many doctors
in Antiquity accepted a much more direct influence of the stars, especially in
predicting the course of a disease, and Galen himself shows a considerable
knowledge of the technicalities of astrological forecasting, even praising
Egyptian horoscopists for the accuracy of their observations, although deny-
ing their conclusions.This paper explores some of the convergences and dif-
ferences between Galenic medicine and that found in astrological handbooks,
and argues that a Galenic perspective underestimates the wider acceptability
of astrological medicine in Antiquity. The final section discusses the pseudo-
Galenic text De spermate, a tract on astrological medicine from late Antiquity,
and not, as has often been supposed, from the eleventh or twelfth century.

CONCETTA PENNUTO, The Debate on Critical Days in Renaissance Italy

This paper aims at giving an account of the debate on the doctrine of crit-
ical days in Italian Renaissance medicine, particularly focusing on Giovanni
Pico, Giovanni Mainardi and Girolamo Fracastoro. During the Middle Ages,
the Hippocratic and Galenic doctrine of critical days was developed, among
others, by Pietro d’Abano, who enriched the astrological basis of this theory.
Since the criticism of Giovanni Pico towards astrological medicine, it is pos-
sible to find two different medical attitudes towards critical days in Renais-
sance medicine: the first one concerns the reliability of the Galenic doctrine
and of the series of critical days (this is the case of Mainardi’s letters); the sec-
ond does not deny the doctrine and the series of critical days, but looks for
a causal explanation which is not based on astrology (as it appears in Fracas-
toro’s De causis criticorum dierum).

VESNA A. WALLACE, A Convergence of Medical and Astro-Sciences in
Indian Tantric Buddhism: A Case of the Kālacakratantra

The essay discusses the relevance of the Buddhist tantric branch of astron-
omy to Buddhist esoteric healing arts as represented in the Kālacakra tantric
tradition of India. It begins with a brief comparative analysis of the
Kālacakratantra’s astronomy with that of ancient Greece, and it continues with
the presentation the Indian Buddhist conceptions of time and its division.
The essay further discloses the tradition’s view of the planetary influences on
human psychophysiology and of the method of astrological calculations in
predicting illnesses, death, and the course and outcome of healing. On the
basis of the given evidence, it argues that the Kālacakra tradition in India did
not approach astrology in a purely fatalistic manner; instead, it looked upon
illness and recovery from the point of view of the individual’s actions as the
inner and fundamental cause of illness or recovery and of the celestial events
as correlates to and outer indicators of the inner causes of illness or recovery.
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RONIT YOELI-TLALIM, Tibetan Medical Astrology

Contemporary Tibetan doctors often describe the association of medicine
and astrology as found in their tradition, as something uniquely Tibetan. A
closer look at the theories and practices of Tibetan medical astrology suggests
that they are not only very similar to practices found in other traditional
medicines, but also in many cases are directly linked to them.This paper dis-
cusses some aspects of Tibetan medical-astrology as they are described in the
Tibetan medical literature. The paper focuses on the lunar cycle of vital
energy as well as divination practices associated with urine analysis, and traces
some of their foreign links. The paper concludes with a short discussion on
the inherent overlap between diagnosis and prognosis in Tibetan medicine
and beyond.
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